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Anisa Lucas

INSTRUCTIONAL LEAD TEACHER, BILL ARP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

nisa Lucas has overcome more challeng-
es before turning 40 than most people
ave in a lifetime.

Lucas grew up in the inner city, one street
over from an area with gang activity, drive-
by shootings and drugs. As a teenager, she
survived a drive-by shooting aimed at her
boyfriend, recalling that she got out of the car
“and shell casings dropped from my lap.”

“This environment took a toll on me, but I re-
fused to be defeated,” she said. “T kept my eye
on the prize which was education and went
on to graduate college.”

As an adult, she has had numerous surgeries
and been on countless medications. A few
years ago, she suffered a mini-stroke while at
work.

But Lucas is driven. An Instructional Lead
Teacher at Bill Arp Elementary School in
Douglas County, Lucas asks: “How can I teach
about a positive mindset and perseverance if I
don’t model it myself with my classroom?”

Fast forward to 2021 and she has only missed
one day of work and has a position where she
says she is “greatly appreciated and respect-
ed.”

At Bill Arp, Lucas works with a team of
coaches to write K-5 writing units that will be
implemented district-wide.

Lucas said her “passion and purpose” are
deeply rooted in giving back to others. She is
grateful for her support system, which she at-
tributes to helping her get where she is today.

Outside of work, Lucas serves on the execu-
tive board of the E.D.G.E. Foundation, which
aims to educate mankind through programs,
workshops, relationships and rewards.
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